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Maritime transport is the backbone of world trade and globalization. Twenty-four hours a
day and all year round, ships carry cargoes to all corners of the globe. This role will
continue to grow with the anticipated increase in world trade in the years to come as
millions of people are expected to be lifted out of poverty through improved access to
basic materials, goods and products.
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What are the functions of ballast water in ships? Please describe them and discuss merits
and disadvantages of ballast water in ships for ocean transportation.



