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We do not create our lives; we are summoned by life. The important answers
are not found inside; they are found outside. This perspective begins not within
the autonomous self, but with the concrete circumstances in which you happen
to be embedded. This perspective begins with an awareness that the world
existed long before you and will last long after you, and that in the brief span
of your life you have been thrown by fate, by history, by chance, by evolution,
or by God into a specific place with specific problems and needs. Your job is
to figure certain things out: What does this environment need in order to be
made whole? What is it that needs repair? What tasks are lying around waiting
to be performed? As the novelist Frederick Buechner put it, “At what points
do my talents and deep gladness meet the world’s deep need?” Your ability to
discern your vocation depends on the condition of your eyes and ears, whether
they are sensitive enough to understand the assignment your context is giving
you. As the Jewish Mishnah put it, “It’s not your obligation to complete the
work, but neither are you free to desist from beginning it.”
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Write an essay in two parts. In the first part, answer the following questions:
“Are you summoned to be an economic attaché? Are you aware of the
challenges confronting small business? Are you prepared to understand and
execute the assignments your context is giving you? What are the assignments
you are committed to doing?”

In the second part of your essay, write a proposal to address the following
scenario: You are an economic attaché delegated to a foreign country. How
would you identify business opportunities in the local market and facilitate
collaboration between Taiwan’s companies, especially those of the small and
medium size and companies operating in that country?
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The Airbnb owner requested _ for the sabotage of the furniture by her customers.

(A) consumption (B) construction (©) consolidation (D) compensation

The data showed that female startup founders found the most success at North American schools, but the
number was far from that of theirmale

(A) capability (B) caretakers (©) cholesterol (D) counterparts

Advancing technologiescan __ the power of the wind, water, and the sun to generate electricity.

(A) distress (B) harness (©) venture (D) gesture
Thisorphanhashadto _ for herself since she was a child.

(A) append B fend (© grudge (D) repent

Snow-bound in a remote valley deep in the mountains, everyone _ around the fire to keep warm.
(A) defused (B) preserved © huddled (D) deserted

An incredible breakthrough might happen in the near future to make pig organs __ with human
blood.

(A) comparable (B) compatible (€) competent (D) considerable

Thewayto _ her superior reading was to go around telling people the plots of the novels she has
read.

(A) demonstrate (B) deploy (©) desecrate (D) discriminate

Stella’s boss _ her to take more care with her writing; there were five errors in the short letter she
wrote.

(A) acclaimed (B) deluded (©) dodged (D) admonished

The __ businessman engaged in illegal activities and was brought to justice.

(A) corrupt (B) virtuous ©) principled (D) honorable

Why do some people chooseto _ modern technology and live a simple, low-tech lifestyle instead?
(A) eschew (B) escort (©) espouse (D) esteem

Recently, there have been 974 outbreaks of communicable disease _ to the consumption of raw
milk.

(4) defected (B) transformed (©) distributed (D) attributed
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12 Sally could not understand why conversations with her husband always _ like those by two people
literally hating each other.
(A) decorated (B) delegated (©) degenerated (D) dedicated

13 When the burglar alarm __ in the middle of the night, lighted windows in the neighborhood came
back as if to ask what had happened.
(A burned (B) bloomed (© blushed (D) blasted

14 She __ suggested that she wasn’t interested in the proposal, but didn’t say it outright.
A insufficiently (B) emotionally © implicitly (D) somewhat

15 We spent the whole day discussing over the issue at the meeting but no was reached.
(A) conclusion B) interval (C) protest (D) threshold
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The process of achieving a new mindset of learning from those around me came through the cultivation of
relationships. | became fascinated by the new perspectives each person in my life could offer if | really took
the time to connect. Not only did I improve my listening skills, but | began to consider the big-picture
consequences my engagements could have. People interpret situations differently due to their own cultural
contexts, so | had to learn to pay more attention to details to understand every point of view. | took on the state
of what I like to call collaborative independence, and to my delight, | was elected to Student Government after
my third year of trying.

Not long ago, | would have fallen apart at the presence of any uncertainty. As | further accept and advance
new life skills, the more I realize how much remains uncertain in the world. After all, it is quite possible my
future job doesn’t exist yet, and that’s okay. | can’t conceivably plan out my entire life at the age of 17, but
what | can do is prepare myself to take on the unknown, doing my best to accompany others. Hopefully, my
wings continue enabling me to fly, but it is going to take more than just me and my wings; I have to continue
putting my faith in the air around me.

16 What does it mean when the speaker mentioned “achieving a new mindset” in the first paragraph?

(A) To conceive new plans for life. (B) To offer new perspectives to life.
(© To learn from people around him. (D) To pay more attention to details.
17 What has to do with the idea of “collaborative independence”?
(A Improving listening skills. (B) Considering new engagements.
(© Interpreting situations differently. (D) Connecting others’ perspectives.
18 What would the speaker do now at the presence of uncertainty?
(A) He would have fallen apart. (B) He would not have to face the future.
(© He would continue flying with wings. (D) He would do his best to face the unknown.

19 What does “putting my faith in the air around me” in the second paragraph imply?
(A If he had wings around him, he could fly.
(B If flying is possible, he would continue to have faith.
(© Him and his wings are all those he needs to fly in the air.
(D) If he is prepared and help is there, he would have a certain future.
20 What would be the best title for this passage?

(A) Learning How to Rely on Others. (B) Learning How to Benefit Others.
(©) Learning to Fly High with Courage. (D) Learning to Appreciate Others’ Perspectives.



